
Entergy Regional State Committee (E-RSC) 
August 24-25, 2011 

Sheraton – New Orleans, LA 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

E-RSC Members 
 
PUCT – Commissioner Ken Anderson (President) 
LPSC – Commissioner Eric Skrmetta  
APSC – Chairman Colette Honorable (Secretary),  
MPSC – Commissioner Brandon Presley (Vice-President), via phone  
CNO – Phil Movish by proxy for Cynthia Hedge-Morrell 
 
Day One 
 
Opening Remarks 
 
Meeting called to order at 1:08 pm by President Anderson.   
 
President Anderson welcomed his E-RSC colleagues and the stakeholders to the 
E-RSC meeting.  
 
All presentations have been posted at: 
http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=1631&pageID=27. 
 
 
Administrative Items 
 
President Anderson introduced the minutes from the May 19-20 , 2011 meeting 
for approval.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Vice-President 
Presley and seconded by Secretary Honorable. The minutes were approved 
unanimously. 
 
President Anderson informed the members of the ERSC and staff that the IRS 
had increased the allowable amounts for personal car mileage to 55.5 cents per 
mile.   
 
 
Report from FERC 
 
Patrick Clarey, FERC Staff, stated that he had no update. 
 
Mason Emnett, FERC Staff, provided a detailed overview of FERC Order 1000 
that was published on July 21, 2011.  Oder 100 has four major areas that were 

http://www.spp.org/section.asp?group=1631&pageID=27


covered during the meeting: planning requirements, cost allocation requirements, 
non-incumbent developer requirements, and compliance.  Mr. Emnett went 
through each area and provided the major points of the Order. 
 
Mr. Emnett discussed that dates that compliance filings are due for this Order: 
each transmission provider is required to make a compliance filing by October 
11, 2012 and filings for interregional transmission coordination and cost 
allocation filings are due by April 11, 2013. 
 
Mr. Emnett also stated that FERC plans to hold 3 webinars to aid in compliance 
during September to aid on compliance.  The meetings are schedules as follows: 

• September 12, 2011 PM – RTO Regions 
• September 13, 2011 AM – Eastern Non-RTO Regions 
• September 13, 2011 PM – Western Non-RTO Regions 

 
Presentation from Potomac Economics 
 
Dr. David Patton, Potomac Economics, discussed the role of an Independent 
System Monitor in both RTO and non-RTO environments.  Dr. Patton discussed 
the role that a monitor could play given the scope defined by the customer and 
the resources that could be required to effectively oversee system operations.  
Dr. Patton emphasized that Potomac Economics could be operational in 2-3 
months for r the Entergy system and providing results soon after, given the scope 
was manageable.  An ISM would also help promote transparency and fairness 
and be there to curb bad behavior.  Dr. Patton stated that the ICT was in place to 
administer the tariff and an ISM would evaluate the processes and identify 
possible improvements. President Anderson asked whether or not an ISM could 
monitor that costs that are given to stakeholders for needed upgrades and Dr. 
Patton stated they would be able to gauge the reasonableness of those costs 
and review the assumptions used in determining how the costs were derived.  Dr. 
Patton stated that stakeholders would be able to come to the ISM to request data 
and to make complaints that would be reviewed and any findings or 
improvements would be made in a public forum.  The E-RSC agreed to have the 
E-RSC WG better define an ISM scope and timeline for the further conversations 
at the November E-RSC meeting. 
 
Report from the ICT 
 
Carl Monroe, SPP, briefly presented the June Entergy ICT performance metrics 
along with a comparison of the ICT metrics versus the SPP metrics that was 
previously requested by the E-RSC.  It was agreed that the comparison would 
not be needed for each meeting but would like to see a full summer comparison 
in November.     
 
Antoine Lucas, ICT, went through the latest WPP statistics and project updates.  
Some discussion was held regarding the lack of accepted offers during the 
summer timeframe.  Mr. Lucas stated it is generally because the IPPs enter into 



longer term contracts for the summer months, but this summer it appears there 
are some weekly deals being sold outside of the WPP.  Lee Kellough, Entergy, 
stated they do not do any weekly deals outside of the WPP.  Entergy was 
requested to begin sending WPP data to the E-RSC WG monthly.   
 
Mr. Lucas provided an update on the MBPC study currently in process.   As part 
of the update, there was a budget overage approved for this project for 
approximately $38K to cover the excess costs in creating the databases at the 
beginning of the project.  Additional travel expenses were not approved and need 
to be addressed at the November E-RSC meeting. 
 
Day One was adjourned at 4:54 pm. 
 
Day Two 
 
Day two called to order at 8:49 am.  
 
Don Shipley, SPP, updated the group on the reliability of the Entergy system 
during the first part of the summer peak season.  Mr. Shipley reported that in 
addition to TLR and LAP managed reliability events there were a number of load 
shed notices that were issued by Entergy during this time and it was troubling to 
the RC that these notices had been communicated directly from Entergy and not 
as part of the RC reliability process.  Mr. Shipley reported that the amount of load 
on the system, that has not been there in the past is concerning.  Charles Long, 
Entergy, stated that there are projects in progress that should address many of 
these problem areas.  Secretary Honorable asked Mr. Long to follow up with 
these projects as they relate to the LAP slides.  Mr. Shipley was asked to provide 
an analysis of the LAP and load shed events during the November E-RSC 
meeting. 
 
 
Report from Stakeholder Policy Committee 
  
Jennifer Vosburg, NRG, continued the reliability related discussion and asked 
about the LAPs in the Hot Springs area and why Firm service was being cut 
while Non-firm was continuing to flow on the system.  Mr. Long stated there were 
a number of contingencies in the Hot Springs area that were very complex and 
they would be working with the ICT to resolve.  Roberto Paliza, Paliza 
Consulting, stated there are a number of issues with the LAP process, most 
notably that the ICT RC is not involved and that there is no mechanism to ensure 
that Non-Firm service is curtailed prior to Firm being cut. 
 
Ms. Vosburg also stated that not much progress had been made by the SPC 
during the busy summer months. 
 
 
Report from E-RSC Working Group 



 
Kristine Schmidt, Espy Energy Solution for the E-RSC WG, presented the results 
of the RTO Experiences survey conducted recently.  Representatives from MISO 
asked for additional information to be released so they could do some follow-up 
work on the survey results.  The E-RSC agreed that no additional data would be 
given to protect the anonymity of the respondents.   
 
 Presentation from MISO 
 
Todd Hillman and Clair Moeller, MISO, stated they were pleased overall with the 
results of the Espy survey and believed the responses and comments provided 
by the respondents amplified the MISO value proposition.   
 
Mr. Moeller stated they have updated the MISO tariff five times since 2002 to 
ensure that the balance of who pays and who benefits remains.  Mr. Moeller 
stated participant funding is still an option for entities that want to build projects 
that are needed locally and do not provide system wide benefits.  Generation 
Interconnections is also still an area where there is the most friction when it 
comes to cost allocation of upgrades.   
 
In terms of Order 1000, Mr. Moeller stated in terms of the intra-RTO planning 
MISO is confident they are compliant, but have some gaps in the inter-RTO 
planning area. 
 
Mr. Hillman stated that John Bear, MISOs President, has sent a letter to Nick 
Brown, SPP President, in July to begin the process of reviewing the JOA to begin 
to improve and renegotiate.  MISO is waiting on SPP to respond. 
 
President Anderson asked about the MISO transmission owner’s comments and 
complaints regarding the waiver request filed at FERC.  Mr. Moeller stated that 
MISO did not these comments as negative but just that the TOs preferred a 
different approach through tariff language and a more firm deadline.  Mr. Moeller 
also stated that the term comparability was used to simple mean ‘treating similar 
situations the same’.    Mr. Moeller stated that in the last 5 years Entergy has 
invested $1.9B and MISO ~$9B in that same time. 
 
Mr. Hillman stated that as the MOU with Entergy progresses they are making 
sure that Entergy has everything they need in terms of regulatory compliance.  At 
the next meeting MISO will detail the various areas where work will begin in 
regards to the Entergy integration into MISO.   
 
 
Presentation from Entergy 
 
Sallie Rainer, Entergy, reported that since the May 12, 2011 filing Entergy has 
been traveling to the various jurisdictions and participating in technical 
conferences and discussions communicating the study findings and Entergy’s 



decision to move to MISO.  The next step after the APSC Show Cause Hearing 
in September will be change of control filings in each jurisdiction.  Secretary 
Honorable asked about specific dates on these filings and suggested that none 
should be made until after the APSC has made their ruling which is expected in 
October. 
 
President Anderson addressed a data request that had been made by the E-RSC 
WG for information pertaining to the external expenses that had been incurred 
and got a polite refusal.  He continued that it was his feeling that Entergy should 
provide the information requested. 
 
Michael Schnitzer, Entergy, discussed the Entergy System Agreement and 
summarized the seven areas that are contained in the current agreement.  As 
Entergy moves into an RTO and Day Two market some of the areas will be 
covered, but others will still need to be addressed amongst the Entergy 
Operating Companies, other than Arkansas and Mississippi in 2015 to provide 
the needed services and share the costs and revenues according to the service 
schedules. 
 
Until Entergy gets into a Day Two market the system agreement will continue to 
be necessary.  It was also agreed that the system agreement will have to have 
some technical amendments to it when they join MISO.  President Anderson 
stated there still could be some issues with the system agreement in the 
jurisdictions and that would have to be worked out in the future. 
  
 
Future E-RSC Meetings 
November 2-3, 2011, TBD, New Orleans, LA 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
President Anderson adjourned the meeting at 11:55 am. 
 
 


